
February 13, 2009

TO: Chapter Presidents
Chapter Vice Presidents
Chapter Executive Directors

CC: AAP Board of Directors
AAP District ViceChairpersons
AAP Executive Committee
Committee on State Government Affairs(COSGA)
Committee on Federal Government Affairs(COFGA)
Committee on Child Health Financing (COCHF)
Council on Community Pediatrics (COCP) Executive Committee
Subcommittee on Access to Care
Relevant AAP Staff

FR: Dan Walter
Sr Policy & Government Affairs Analyst

RE: SUMMARY OF CHILDREN'S HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM
REAUTHORIZATION ACT (CHIPRA) OF 2009; ELIMINATION OF
AUGUST 17, 2007 DIRECTIVE

On February 4, 2009, President Obama signed the CHIPRA of 2009 (HR2), reauthorizing
the Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP). Attached please find a summary of the
major provisions of this legislation.

Also on February 4, President Obama issued a memorandum to the US Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) rescinding the August 17, 2007 directive that
effectively prohibits states from expanding CHIP coverage above 250% of the federal
poverty level (FPL), without first meeting very stringent conditions.

The passage of CHIPRA and the elimination of the August 17 directive are major steps
in protecting and strengthening care provided in Medicaid and CHIP. AAP chapters with
questions are encouraged to contact me at 800/433-9016 ext 4086 or dwalter@aap.org or
Bob Hall in the Department of Federal Affairs at 202/347-8600 ext 3309 or
rhall@aap.org.
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